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In British English, a single inverted comma may be used:

‘Get off my bridge.’



 However a double inverted comma may also be used:

“Get off my bridge.”



Whichever style you choose, use it consistently across a text.

 Inverted Commas

The most important rule in punctuating direct speech is that all words spoken must be enclosed by inverted commas.





 



 Punctuation Inside

Inverted Commas

All commas, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks must also be enclosed by inverted commas.





For example:



‘That grass looks delicious,’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff.



‘Hey, goat!’ shouted the troll. ‘You are not allowed to cross my bridge.’



‘How can we get to the other side?’ asked the Biggest Goat Gruff.



NOT: ‘Get off my bridge ’  !   shouted the troll.







 



Commas are another important tool to help the reader separate direct speech from the rest of the text.



Where direct speech precedes a verb, and does not end in a question mark or exclamation mark, a comma must be used.

Commas

For example:



‘We need to get to the other side,’ moaned the goats.



‘Those goats are always disturbing my sleep,’ muttered the troll.









 



Where the direct speech before a verb ends in a question mark or exclamation mark however, this punctuation replaces the comma. 

Commas









For example:



‘Who goes there ?’ shouted the troll.



NOT:



‘Who goes there ?,’ shouted the troll.









 



Where the direct speech follows a verb, a comma must be used after the verb to indicate that direct speech is about to begin. 



Note: in this context, the direct speech must always begin with a capital letter.

Commas

For example:



The smallest Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘I’ll go first.’



The Troll shouted, ‘Who goes there?’



The biggest Billy Goat Gruff shouted, ‘Oh no you won’t!’











 



In addition, where the direct speech follows the verb, a full stop, exclamation mark or question mark must be used inside the inverted commas to signal the end of the speech.

 Punctuation Inside

Inverted Commas

For example:



The smallest Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘I’ll go first.’



The Troll shouted, ‘Who goes there?’



The biggest goat shouted, ‘Oh no you won’t!’











 



If the direct speech is one sentence broken up by information about who is speaking, you need a comma (or a question mark or exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech and another comma before the concluding part of the sentence (before the inverted comma or commas).

Punctuating ‘Split’ 

Direct Speech

For example:



‘I’m light and quiet,’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff, ‘so I’ll go first.’



In this context, use a lower case letter to start the second part of the direct speech.









 



If the direct speech is two discrete sentences separated by information about who is speaking, you need a comma (or a question mark or exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech and full stop after the information about the speaker. The second sentence then begins with a capital letter.

Punctuating ‘Split’ 

Direct Speech

For example:



‘You’re right,’ agreed the Biggest Billy Goat Gruff. ‘We can’t let the Troll beat us.’
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WALT: To create a conversation between two characters

WILF: 

*I have included the correct punctuation for speech
**I can use a new line for a new speaker
***I can include who is speaking and how they are speaking.
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Look again at the model text. What different reasons do the animals give for 
not chopping down the tree?
 
Why is the Great Kapok Tree so important to these animals? 

What would happen to the animals habitat?
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Now think about your animal.

What reason would your animal have to prevent the woodcutter from 
chopping down the Kapok Tree? 

What would it say to make the woodcutter listen?

You need to be persuasive to make the man listen and change his actions.
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He quietly squeaked into the man’s ear: “Senhor, a ruined rainforest 
means ruined lives. You will leave us homeless if you chop down this 
great Kapok tree.” 

This is how the frog tries to persuade the woodcutter:

You are now going to write a conversation between your animal and the 
woodcutter. First, let's remember what one of the animals in the text said to the 
woodcutter.

how the animal is speaking

inverted commas at the 
start and end of speech

an important reason why he 
shouldn't cut down the treepunctuation inside the 

inverted commas
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*Inverted commas

*Capital letter to start inside the inverted commas

*Keep your inverted commas at the beginning and end of what is said

*New speaker, new line

*Make sure your speech is correctly punctuated. This includes a piece of 
punctuation before closing the inverted commas.

*Include in your sentences information about who is speaking and even 
how they are speaking. 

Success criteria

Now write a conversation between your animal and the woodcutter. 
Use the success criteria below to check that you have followed the 
rules for punctuating speech.
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Plenary

How many different words can you find which are synonyms of said?

said

Now have a look at all the different synonyms you have found and look back at your conversation. Have 
you used 'said' lots of times? Is there a better way to describe how your animal speaks? Make any 
changes if you want to.
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In British English, a single inverted comma may be used:

‘Get off my bridge.’



 However a double inverted comma may also be used:

“Get off my bridge.”



Whichever style you choose, use it consistently across a text.

 Inverted Commas

The most important rule in punctuating direct speech is that all words spoken must be enclosed by inverted commas.





 



 Punctuation Inside

Inverted Commas

All commas, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks must also be enclosed by inverted commas.





For example:



‘That grass looks delicious,’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff.



‘Hey, goat!’ shouted the troll. ‘You are not allowed to cross my bridge.’



‘How can we get to the other side?’ asked the Biggest Goat Gruff.



NOT: ‘Get off my bridge ’  !   shouted the troll.







 



Commas are another important tool to help the reader separate direct speech from the rest of the text.



Where direct speech precedes a verb, and does not end in a question mark or exclamation mark, a comma must be used.

Commas

For example:



‘We need to get to the other side,’ moaned the goats.



‘Those goats are always disturbing my sleep,’ muttered the troll.









 



Where the direct speech before a verb ends in a question mark or exclamation mark however, this punctuation replaces the comma. 

Commas









For example:



‘Who goes there ?’ shouted the troll.



NOT:



‘Who goes there ?,’ shouted the troll.









 



Where the direct speech follows a verb, a comma must be used after the verb to indicate that direct speech is about to begin. 



Note: in this context, the direct speech must always begin with a capital letter.

Commas

For example:



The smallest Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘I’ll go first.’



The Troll shouted, ‘Who goes there?’



The biggest Billy Goat Gruff shouted, ‘Oh no you won’t!’











 



In addition, where the direct speech follows the verb, a full stop, exclamation mark or question mark must be used inside the inverted commas to signal the end of the speech.

 Punctuation Inside

Inverted Commas

For example:



The smallest Billy Goat Gruff said, ‘I’ll go first.’



The Troll shouted, ‘Who goes there?’



The biggest goat shouted, ‘Oh no you won’t!’











 



If the direct speech is one sentence broken up by information about who is speaking, you need a comma (or a question mark or exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech and another comma before the concluding part of the sentence (before the inverted comma or commas).

Punctuating ‘Split’ 

Direct Speech

For example:



‘I’m light and quiet,’ said the smallest Billy Goat Gruff, ‘so I’ll go first.’



In this context, use a lower case letter to start the second part of the direct speech.









 



If the direct speech is two discrete sentences separated by information about who is speaking, you need a comma (or a question mark or exclamation mark) to end the first piece of speech and full stop after the information about the speaker. The second sentence then begins with a capital letter.

Punctuating ‘Split’ 

Direct Speech

For example:



‘You’re right,’ agreed the Biggest Billy Goat Gruff. ‘We can’t let the Troll beat us.’
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