
Word problems can be challenging for children. In class we read the problem through once 
and don’t worry if it feels like “they have thrown the kitchen sink at us”. We then read the 
problem one step at a time and decide if the information is useful, what operation do we 
think we need, have they told us some important numbers we need? 

 

This allows children to think up what type of questions could 
you ask with the information you have been given? 
Examples – who ate more, who ate less, how much more/less, 
how much altogether etc 

Encourage children to use a bar to help 
them visualise the problem. 



 



 

Look at the answers 
below for the format the 
children should put in 
these boxes. 
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