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Rainforests are home to more than half of the plants and animals found on the
planet.

Over 73,000 different species of animals have been found in rainforests,
including more than...

Different animals live in different layers of
the rainforest, depending on where is the
best habitat for them.
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Forest floor

a Many birds build their nests in
the emergent layer, where they
are safe away from predators. It
is also home to some of the
rainforest's butterflies and
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- Tallest trees in the

rainforest.

- More access to sunlight than
any other layer.

- Very hot, but lacks shelter.
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\_ flying insects.
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scarlet macaw hummingbird
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The canopy is the busiest layer of
the rainforest. Around 80% of life
in the rainforest can be found in
the canopy. Animals that live here
are arboreal meaning they live in

k trees.
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Forest floor
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- Lots of sunlight and rain.

- Wide branches and leaves.

- Full of fruits and nuts all
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Emergent

Understory Layer Habitat

-

The understory is home to insects, snakes
and smaller animals that thrive living in ho
and humid environments. There are also
some larger predators who use the low frees

i

- Very little sunlight.
- Warm, damp, dark and humid.

- Mostly leafy bushes and
small frees.
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to watch and pounce on their prey.
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- Ground level of the
rainforest.

- Dark and humid.

- Very few plants grow here.
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The forest floor is home to
the rainforest's largest
animals like jaguars, ocelots
and elephants.
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In which of layer of the rainforest would you expect to
find each of these animals? Why is that layer the best
habitat for them?
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An introduction to

TROPICAL

RAINFORESTS





What are rainforests?



Rainforests are very dense, warm, wet forests. They are habitats for millions of plants and animals.



It is estimated that about half of all the earth’s plant and animal life lives in rainforests.



Rainforests are extremely important in the ecology of the Earth. The plants of the rainforest generate much of the Earth's oxygen.
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Tropical Rainforests are found between the Tropic of Cancer and

Tropic of Capricorn.

They are close to the EQUATOR.

They are always warm, always humid...

And there is always lots of rainfall!

Where are the tropical rainforests?

UK







These countries are the locations of the world’s top 10 rainforests:

- Mexico

- Venezuela

- Suriname

- Columbia

- Brazil

- Peru

- Bolivia

- Congo DRC

- Indonesia

- Papua New Guinea





Tropical rainforests contain an amazing number of animals and insects.





Press here for

more information!





They also contain an amazing number of different tree and plant species. 1 hectare of rainforest (a size 100m long and 100m wide) contains up to 750 different SPECIES of tree and 1000s of different plants. Amazing!



















In short...

Tropical rainforests

are

INCREDIBLE!





BUT...





















If we are not careful,

this is all that will be left of the tropical rainforests.

Every day, an area equivalent to about



32,000 football pitches



is cut down, burnt and destroyed.

And all the amazing plants, animals and insects that live in them die too.
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