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Round Hill Primary School  

‘Dream, believe, achieve together.’  
Curriculum Policy Addition –

 History: Liya Stanko 

Intent:  
At Round Hill we provide children with a challenging and engaging history curriculum that inspires curiosity 
and fascination. We want them to have a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that 
of the wider world. Through studying a variety of historical periods and concepts, they should develop a 
chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day. They should appreciate how people’s 
lives have shaped the nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. They 
are increasingly able to explain the nature of ancient civilisations, the expansion and dissolution of empires; 
characteristic features of past non-European societies and achievements and follies of mankind.  
 
We aim to build on key historical knowledge, understanding and skills. As we draw our pupils from a wide 
catchment, with many children having English as an additional language, we start with ensuring pupils 
have a strong understanding of historical language.  
 
At Round we also ensure that our history curriculum and learning in this area embodies and encapsulates 

our school vision statements of: reflecting, daring, dreaming, persevering and working together. We 

support the children to be reflective to see as a society how we learn from the historical mistakes made in 
the past. For example, how things have advanced for the better since the tragedy of the Great Fire of 
London. We also promote an ethos of learning from our own personal mistakes and use this for growth 
and to enhance our learning. We adopt a Growth Mindset in our learning and believe in our ability to 
improve over time, as is proved continuously throughout the study of history.  
 
We explain to the children that we as individuals are unique and so is our British culture and history. There 
have been significant events and individuals in our history who have shown the importance of being brave 

and daring for the benefit of many others in our society. We encourage all members of our community to 
be proud of what makes them unique and empower them to explore new solutions to challenges, as history 
continues to demonstrate the positive impacts of this over time.  
 

We inspire in the children the drive and determination to dream and aim high. We foster a culture of 
lifelong learning and that throughout our lives we will continue to develop and learn. The annual 
‘Humanities Club’ for the KS2 children helps to enhance this further by allowing the children to work 
alongside University students whilst partaking in fun and interactive activities to enhance their historical 
understanding. We discuss how many significant people have done this throughout history to often great 

success but that at times they have had to persevere and keep trying, no matter what, in order to achieve 
their goals. For many others in history they have had to recognise challenges as a new opportunity to learn 
and better themselves, just as we need to. Listening to others and valuing feedback is vital to supporting 
growth and development. We recognise challenge as an exciting part of the learning journey and show 
resilience when we are searching for a solution, just as many significant individuals have had to in the past 
or as society has had to following a significant event.  
 

We remember in our studies of history about the importance and value of teamwork. The idea of 
“Together Everyone Achieves More” has been shown to be impactful throughout British history. We provide 
many opportunities in our teaching and learning to work as part of a team and demonstrate where we can 
achieve more by working collaboratively. This notion is further enhanced during our historical theme days 
that take place in each phase at least once a year. The children partake in various collaborative activities 
and often have to prepare homework or tasks prior to the day in order to help make this a success.  
 

Implementation:  
We begin with a child-centred approach to history by exploring changes within their own lives and within 
living memory. They explore events that are significant locally and nationally and the lives of significant 
individuals who have contributed to national and international achievements. As pupils progress, they are 
introduced to more abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. As they move 
through the key stages, they continue to explore concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use these to analyse trends and frame 
historically-valid questions. Even from a very early age, children are exposed to methods of historical 
enquiry and how evidence is used to make historical claims.  
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We motivate and enthuse pupils by creating deep links with other curriculum areas including English, 
maths, science, geography, art and SMSC. Wherever possible, we use first-hand experiences and 
fieldwork to deepen their understanding of history. We aim to provide some off-site experiences with a 
specific historical focus so that children can strengthen their understanding through first-hand experiences. 
We use a range of historical sources of evidence and utilise artefacts, drama, role-play, visiting experts 
and the latest technology to bring the subject to life. This ensures that their curiosity and fascination are 
maintained and that history is delivered in an exciting and engaging way. Many of our children and people 
from the wider community have strong historical links and a vast historical knowledge, so we make use of 
these experts to engage and motivate pupils further.  
 
Our history curriculum is designed to allow children time to think, discuss, practise, explore and embed. 
This allows time for teaching, practice and repetition – both in a year group and across both key stages. 
Curriculum coverage is mapped out carefully from EYFS to Year 6 which allows some key concepts to be 
developed at a deeper level of learning, understanding and mastery. Fundamental knowledge and skills 
are covered at key points throughout the primary phase and repeated to allow pupils to build on what has 
been taught before. Where year groups are covering an area in more depth, this will be highlighted in 
green on the Curriculum Depth Map below. Lessons will be planned and a knowledge organiser provided 
for pupils, which outlines the area to be taught, where the new knowledge and skills fit in with their prior 
learning, any sticky knowledge they need to understand and key vocabulary they need to learn. 
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Introduction 
 
This History policy is to be used together with the National Curriculum (2014, p.188-192), see appendix A. 
The purpose of the policy is to outline those areas of content and practice which we, as a school, feel are 
the most important to develop in order for each child to understand and interpret the past.  
 
At Round Hill children are taught to understand the history of Great Britain as a coherent, chronological 
narrative, from the earliest times to the present day and to consider how people’s lives have shaped this 
nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. They are also taught to 
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 
societies; achievements and follies of mankind. In addition to learning about historical events, children are 
taught to understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 
been constructed. 
 

Aims 
 
At Round Hill we aim to develop in our children: 
 
a) An enquiring mind and an enjoyment of learning for its own sake. 
 
b) A chronological understanding of the processes and content involved in the development of Britain, 

Europe and the World. This understanding to be then used as an aid to develop a child’s sense of 
identity and to help him/her make sense of the ‘present age‘ in which they live. 

 
c) An awareness of the inter-relationship between the effect of geographical factors and historical 

change. 
 
d) A range of historical skills and knowledge as outlined in the National Curriculum Key Stage 1 and 2 

programmes of study. 
 

Objectives 
 
These stated aims, hopefully will be achieved through the following general objectives: 
 

 by observing and exploring 
 

 by acquiring and developing historical understanding, knowledge and  
    skills 
 

 by acquiring the knowledge and skills of “how to learn” 
 

 by fostering positive attitudes and interests in the ‘challenge’ and ‘enjoyment’ of learning 
 

 by communicating and representing historical data using a variety of media and methods 
 

 by interpreting and evaluating findings in a constructively, critical manner. 

 

Principles of Learning 
 
The on-going work necessary for the achieving of these objectives will be carried out within the overall 
framework of the following principles. 
 
Each child will be:  
 

 encouraged to fulfil their learning potential in History by the facilitating of and appropriate expectations 

of high standards – this links to the school ethos of dreaming  
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 helped to grow and gain in self-confidence to enable them to work and think competently either 

independently or co-operatively – this links to the school ethos of teamwork and encouraging the 

children to be daring 
 

 taught the appropriate Historical knowledge, skills and techniques which should then be practised within 
the personal control of the child as soon as possible to be then used in appropriate contexts – this links 

to the school ethos of persevering 
 

 given opportunities to explore the Historical elements of their local and national environments through 
first hand experiences e.g. visits, field work, use of outside facilitators coming into school – this links to 

the school ethos of reflecting 

 

Teacher Planning 
 
The National Curriculum details the knowledge, skills and understanding of our History teaching. 
 
Planning for history takes place within broad cross curricular themes but to ensure developmental 
coverage and continuity over both Key Stages specific subject skills and study units are taught and 
regularly planned for on a termly basis.   
 
The teachers in each year group planning team decide on a common approach to the work to be covered 
each term in order to ensure all children in parallel classes cover the same learning. 
 

The Role of the History Co-ordinator  
 
Working collaboratively with the staff co-ordinator responsible for Geography and, as and when 
appropriate, other colleagues to undertake the following responsibilities: 
 

 help colleagues to develop their understanding of the requirements and relationships between the 
different parts of the National Curriculum Programmes of study for History and to keep abreast of 
current developments. 

 

 preparation, monitoring and reviewing of policy documents. 
 

 facilitate and support colleagues in the planning and delivery of the History curriculum within the 
classroom. 

 

 manage and order resources. 
 

 keep a watching brief on the progression of History throughout KS1 and KS2. 
 

 advise the Head Teacher and School Governors about the development of History throughout the 
school. 

 

Assessment and recording 
 
Children’s work will be assessed as outlined in the School’s Assessment Policy.  It will be used to monitor 
the effectiveness of our teaching, the evidence of which is the progress and quality of the children’s’ 
learning. This will inform the future planning of the History curriculum. Teachers will respond to children’s 
work according to the school’s marking policy. 
 
Assessment will also include the on-going day to day normal classroom practice of gauging children’s 
historical knowledge and understanding by questioning, listening and observation of performance and 
written work. 
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Vulnerable learners and differentiation 
 
We will endeavour to support the learning needs of all our children in line with the School’s SEND policy.  
To this end work will be provided appropriate to children’s individual needs and abilities.  This work will 
include both differentiation by task and outcome through the use of open ended tasks that children can 
undertake at their own level. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 
Each child should have equal access to the History curriculum regardless of gender, race and individual 
education needs. 
 
A balanced, multicultural approach towards History will widen their historical knowledge and understanding.  
Care will be taken to avoid negative stereotyping and the promotion of positive attitudes and values to 
differing cultures and peoples will be encouraged. 
 

Outdoor Learning  
At Round Hill we understand that when planned and implemented well, learning outside the classroom 
contributes significantly to raising standards and improving pupils’ personal, social and emotional 
development.  
Therefore we aim to:  
· develop learning outside the classroom as an entitlement for all of our children.  
· provide our children with outdoor experiences that promote personal development and well-being.  
· deliver regular learning outside the classroom activities across a variety of curricular areas for all year 
groups.  
· providing regular opportunities for our children dare, dream, persevere, reflect and be together in contexts 
outside of the classroom.  
 

Resources 
 
A range of reference and other resource materials supporting the delivery of the History curriculum are 
located in the corridor outside the cookery room. Also, electronic resources and planning schemes may be 
available in the History folder on the school network or from the History co-ordinator. Part of this involves a 
school subscription to the History Association to enable access to: further guidance, more information, 
schemes of work, sample lesson plans and resources.  
 
Please help and support colleagues by returning promptly, any resources used and replacing neatly in the 
labelled study unit boxes. It would also help if the History co-ordinator be informed of any shortages and 
obvious resource needs to support a particular Topic being undertaken. 
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Appendices 
 

 
Appendix A – National Curriculum programmes of study for KS1 and KS2 
 
Appendix B – Whole school history planning for Cycles A & B 
 
Appendix C – History resource information 
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Cycle A (2022-2023) – History cycle only 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

E
Y

F
S

 

 

Understanding the World (People and Communities)  
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives 
of family members. They know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

Understanding the World (The World) Children know about similarities 
and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living 
things. They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Y
e

a
r 

1
/2

 

Changes within living 
memory  
 
Toys from the past 
 
 

Changes within living 
memory  
 
Toys from the past 
 
 

Exploring the lives of 
significant individuals in 
the past who have 
contributed to national 
and international 
achievements 
(Christopher 
Columbus) 

Not taught this half 
term 
 
 

Changes within 
living memory  
 
How houses have 
changed over time. 
 
 

Seaside holidays 
from the past 
 
How holidays have 
changed over time. 
 
 

Y
e

a
r 

3
/4

 

Ancient Egypt 
 
The achievements of the 
earliest civilisations.  

Not taught this half 
term 

The Battle of Britain 
 
A study of an aspect or 
theme in British History 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066.  

Early Islamic civilisation 
 
A non-European history 
that provides contrast 
with British history.  

Not taught this half 
term 

Not taught this half 
term 
 
 
 
 

Y
e

a
r 

5
/6

 Not taught this half term 
 
 
 
 

Ancient Greeks Mayans Not taught this half 
term 
 

Not taught this half 
term 

Local History Project 
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Cycle B (2023-2024) – History topics only 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

E
Y

F
S

 Understanding the World (People and Communities)  
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives 
of family members. They know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.  

Understanding the World (The World) Children know about similarities 
and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living 
things. They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Y
e

a
r 

1
/2

 

Events beyond living 
memory: 
Great Fire of London 
 
Famous people: 
Samuel Pepys 
 

Events beyond living 
memory: 
Great Fire of London 
 
Famous people: 
Samuel Pepys 
 

Significant historical 
events, people & 
places in the local area.  
 
The history of 
Nottingham. 

Changes within living 
memory  
 
Comparing seaside’s 
from the past and 
present. 

Not taught this half 
term 

How transport and 
travel have changed 
over time. 
 
Famous people: 
Amelia Earhart and 
the Wright Brothers. 

Y
e

a
r 

3
/4

 

Kings and Queens 
 
 
 
 
 

Not taught this half 
term 

Not taught this half 
term 

Romans 
 
Britain’s settlements by 
Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots – Roman 
withdrawal from Britain 
in c. AD410 and the fall 
of the western Roman 
Empire.  
 
The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 

Not taught this half 
term 

Not taught this half 
term 

Y
e

a
r 

5
/6

 

Crime and punishment 
across the ages 
 
 
 
 
 

Crime and punishment  
 
Galleries of Justice trip 

Not taught this half 
term 

History settlement by 
Iron Age and Stone 
Age 

Not taught this half 
term 

History local study – 
History of Beeston 
and Nottingham 
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Log in details 
 
Twinkl has lots of planning and resources available. Each phase and planning team 
has their own individual log ins for this. There are many that are broken down into 
individual topics too. 

 EYFS resources available for Past and Present in Understanding the World: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/early-years-
understanding-the-world/looking-into-the-past-understanding-the-world-eyfs-
early-years  

 History KS1 resources available: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-
2014-curriculum-resources/2014-curriculum-history-resources/new-
curriculum-ks1-history  

 History KS2 resources available: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-2014-curriculum-resources/2014-
curriculum-history-resources/new-curriculum-ks2-history   

 
The History Association has many interactive resources and lessons plans/ideas to 
use too.  
http://www.history.org.uk/resources/primary.html  
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/early-years-understanding-the-world/looking-into-the-past-understanding-the-world-eyfs-early-years
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/early-years-understanding-the-world/looking-into-the-past-understanding-the-world-eyfs-early-years
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/home-early-years/early-years-understanding-the-world/looking-into-the-past-understanding-the-world-eyfs-early-years
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-2014-curriculum-resources/2014-curriculum-history-resources/new-curriculum-ks1-history
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-2014-curriculum-resources/2014-curriculum-history-resources/new-curriculum-ks1-history
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-2014-curriculum-resources/2014-curriculum-history-resources/new-curriculum-ks1-history
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-2014-curriculum-resources/2014-curriculum-history-resources/new-curriculum-ks2-history
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-2014-curriculum-resources/2014-curriculum-history-resources/new-curriculum-ks2-history
http://www.history.org.uk/resources/primary.html

