
Y1 NATIONAL PHONICS 
SCREENING CHECK



ANSWERING YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT:

What is phonics? What is the check?

What happens during the check?

What are real/pseudo (alien) words? 

How will results be reported?

How are results used?

What can I do to help?



WHAT IS PHONICS?

Children initially begin to single sounds in early years. They then 
begin to blend and make words. They then progress onto learning 
further phonemes/graphemes such as digraphs, trigraphs and split 
vowels.

At Round Hill, phonics is taught discreetly for 40 minutes a day. It is 
applied through reading, writing and spelling sessions.



PHONEMES/GRAPHEMES

Phonemes are sounds.

Graphemes are the visual representation of these sounds.  There are 
often many ways to spell one sound; same sound, different spelling!





WHAT IS THE CHECK?

The screening check started in June 2012.

It is a statutory ‘test’ for all children in Y1 and for any Y2s who may 
need to retake the test or haven’t ever taken it before.

It is seen as a ‘light touch’ assessment to ensure children have learnt 
phonics decoding and blending skills to an appropriate standard.

The check only tests 1 element of reading…



WHAT HAPPENS DURING THE CHECK?
The test contains 40 words – 40 word 
challenge!

Children take the test on a 1:1 basis and 
read words aloud to an adult they know 
well.

The check is a combination of 20 real and 
20 pseudo words.



WHAT ARE REAL / PSEUDO (ALIEN) 
WORDS?

At Round Hill, we call ‘pseudo’ words ‘alien’ words; this is the term 
your child will be familiar with.

The alien words on the test will be shown next to a picture to show that 
it is not a real word and it won’t make sense when we read it.

They are included because they are new to all pupils and purely test 
sound and blending knowledge – not sight vocabulary.



HOW WILL RESULTS BE REPORTED?

By the end of the summer term all schools must report each child’s 
results to their parents. 

Schools will confirm whether each child has met the standard threshold 
which is usually around 32/40.

Those who do not achieve the expected level will retake the test in Y2.



HOW ARE THE RESULTS USED?

Results are used by schools to analyse their own performance and for 
Ofsted to use in their inspections.

They are used to indicate whether each child in meeting the expected 
standard in phonics ( the first step in becoming a confident reader).



HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD?
Keep reading books you love together!

AND - use the packs provided and similar resources to practice 
reading sounds in words; real and alien.

We use this reading routine that we use every day in our phonics lessons:

-spot the sound

-segment

-blend

Remember – if they don’t know or can’t remember the sound then 
spend some time learning it together and then have another go at 
reading words with that sound in. 



Let’s practice the reading routine together!

The sounds is…



• Spot the sound.

• Segment.

• Blend.



• Spot the sound.

• Segment.

• Blend.



• Spot the sound.

• Segment.

• Blend.



• Spot the sound.

• Segment.

• Blend.



These can be particularly tricky.



ANY QUESTIONS?


